
Revising English Language



Tip 1: Know the exam layout

Paper 1: Creative Reading and 
Writing

• 1 hour 45 minutes
• 1 fiction text
• 4 Qs in Section A 
• Choice of two questions in 

Section B

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints 
and Perspectives 

• 1 hour 45 minutes
• 2 non-fiction texts
• 4 Qs in Section A 
• One question in Section B



Tip 1: Know the exam layout
Question Paper 1 Marks Paper 2 Marks

1 List 4 things 4 4 multiple choice statements
(Shade the circles) 

4

2 How does the writer use language… 
(WHW) 

8 Write a summary…
(What, Evidence, Infer, Compare)

8

3 How has the writer structured the text 
to interest you…

8 How does the writer use 
language… (WHW)

12

4 ‘Statement’ To what extent do you 
agree? (WHW)

20 Compare the writers’ 
similar/different perspectives 
on… (WHW)

16

5 Choice of two creative writing 
prompts

24+16 ‘Statement’ Write a non-fiction 
text for a specific audience giving 
your opinion

24+16



Tip 2: Section off the texts

• Get used to sectioning off the exam papers so you just focus on 
the questions and information needed.

• Extra highlighters are great for colour coding information.



Tip 2: Paper 1



Tip 2: Paper 2



Tip 3: Learn some methods

• Revise the subject terminology you’ve learnt over the past five 
years. 

• Learn these and get used to looking for them in texts.

• Make sure you can explain why these methods are used and how 
the writer creates meaning from them: this is where your marks 
come from!



Tip 4: Practise, practise, practise 

• https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-
english-language/aqa-paper-1/

• https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-
english-language/aqa-paper-2/

• https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-
language-gcse-level/english-language-gcse-past-papers
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