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HALF TERMLY UPDATE 
Welcome to our latest update! Lionheart Educational Trust is now sending out an e-safety update every half term, prior to the 
school holidays, in order to support parents and students. Due to the nature of widespread internet use at the moment, you 
will find this is a bumper edition this half-term, containing advice and support from a wider range of sources.    

This update will feature resources by the National Online Safety organisation;

A FREE ONLINE SAFETY GUIDE ON DISNEY+  
In 2019, media titan Disney launched its own streaming platform, intending to challenge the likes of Netflix and Amazon Prime. 
Giving (often exclusive) access to shows and movies – such as the legendary studio’s animated classics and the revered Star 
Wars back catalogue – Disney+ has been a colossal success, proving popular with viewers of all ages.  

Despite Disney’s reputation for wholesome, child-friendly content, however, there’s far more material available on their 
platform – some of which is aimed exclusively at adults. This could easily fly under the radar, given the company’s general 
image. This guide has useful tips to help your family sit back, relax and enjoy what Disney+ has to offer.

A FREE ONLINE SAFETY GUIDE FOR SETTING UP PARENTAL CONTROLS 
At this time of year, it’s highly possible that you have a new phone, games console or other digital device stashed somewhere 
at home, ready to be unwrapped. Many parents also prefer to place some protective measures on those gifts – to keep their 
child shielded from potential #OnlineSafety risks – while others would like to, but aren’t sure where to begin.  

This guide shepherds you through the process of establishing parental controls on new internet-enabled devices, from 
smartphones to laptops to consoles. Simply find the device in question and read on to find out what options you have and how 
to enable them – letting children enjoy their shiny new gadget, without so much of the worry over where it might lead them. 

A FREE ONLINE SAFETY GUIDE ON MICROTRANSACTIONS 
Microtransactions figure in the business model of many game and app developers, allowing them to bring in ongoing revenue 
as users continue to pay for extra features and content; even software that’s initially free to download can be monetised in 
this way. It’s a system which has featured in many of younger gamers’ perennial favourite franchises, from Fortnite to FIFA. 

As well as encouraging regular spending, however, microtransactions – especially the increasingly common use of loot 
boxes – have also been scrutinised for what many argue is a resemblance to gambling, with the potential to foster addictive 
behaviours. This guide tells parents and carers what they need to know about microtransactions.

A FREE ONLINE SAFETY GUIDE ON EA SPORTS FC 
For 20 years, FIFA dominated the football video gaming arena, attracting legions of devoted fans and scooping up accolades 
like a digital Real Madrid. After parting ways with the sport’s governing body, however, renowned developers Electronic Arts 
(EA) have now launched their own individual bid for the title. It’s called EA Sports FC 24, and its effectively FIFA 2.0. 

Familiar action delivered by the same team, of course, points to a comparable level of popularity – especially among those 
young gamers raised on the FIFA franchise. This guide highlights, however, EA Sports FC 24 also carries many similar risks to 
its predecessor, including addictive gameplay, abusive voice chats and expensive in-game purchases.

A FREE ONLINE SAFETY GUIDE ON HOW TO HAVE A TECH-FREE CHRISTMAS 
With Christmas right around the corner, millions of families are excitedly anticipating the chance to spend some quality 
time with each other over the festive season. When everyone’s engrossed in their phones or glued to their games consoles, 
however, genuinely meaningful moments with loved ones can often be difficult to orchestrate.  

 This Christmas guide will lend a hand: providing some advice on helping young people to set aside their devices for a while 
and live in the moment. Even if going full tech cold turkey feels unrealistic, implementing just a few of these tips could still 
decrease the amount of screen time in your home this festive season – enabling everyone to make the most of it. 
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